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The Members of SWANS, Inc. 

Dedicate 
  

The 30th Biennial Debutante Ball 

and  

72nd Anniversary  

To 
 

 

 

 

SWAN DEBRA EDWARDS 
 

SWAN MARY JOSEPH 
 

SWAN SHIRLEY WILLIAMS 
 

Thank for your dedication to 
SWANS, Inc.  

and the community. 
 





Greetings from the 

 President…. 

Welcome to the culmination of the 30th  

Debutante Season and the 72nd  

Anniversary Celebration of   SWANS,  

Inc.  Sagacious, Willing and Noble  

Samaritans, the standards on which  

we were founded in 1952, established  

a framework on which to build. In 2011,  

we re-organized as a membership, nonprofit organization to “Continue the Legacy.” 

 Who would have thought that their beginnings in 1952, would have had such   

phenomenal results?  With tonight’s debutantes, over 511 young ladies have had the           

opportunities to enhance their relationships with God and others; to maximize their social 

graces; explore career opportunities; cultivate and present their gifts and talents; demonstrate 

their leadership skills; and share with others through community service.  

Our legacy is rich. Tonight, we continue that legacy with the theme, “Celebrating Our 

Founding Jewels.”  We hope that this experience has imparted that desire for service to this 

generation and generations to come. 

2024 Debutantes, this is your night!!!  Queen Leyah, Princess Kennedy, Debutantes 

Destiny, and Harlym, your enthusiasm and perseverance have paid off.  We celebrate the 

awesomely gifted and talented young ladies that you are.  Parents, thank you for sharing 

these beautiful young ladies with us.   

To those persons who have supported our efforts, thank you! To our Ball and Debu-

tante Committees, Cobs, Families, Friends, Sponsors, and Special Guests, thanks for all you 

have done to make this night a reality.  We ask that you, parents and guests, remember and 

live our motto by “Lifting Others as We Climb.”  Now, join us in applauding God’s blessings 

that He has shared with us this 2024 Debutante Season and His blessings for 72 years of ser-

vice with your thunderous applause, encouragement, and well-wishes.  

                                                                        

      With love and gratitude,    

       Swan Debra Houston Edwards, President

        



Brenda C. Hill,  ‘57 

Vice President Emeritus  

Raina Edwards-Elder, Esq., ‘95 

Vice President, Debutante Chair 

Debra H. Edwards, ‘63 
President, Ball Chair 

Shanna B. Porter, ‘87 

Recording Secretary 

Shirley G. Williams, ‘65 

Financial Secretary 

Ball Co-chair 



Gwendolyn R. Crockem, ‘63 

Amenities 

Dr. Raijanel Crockem, ‘89 

Mary Joseph 

Outreach 

Shelita M. Holmes, ‘87 
Debutante Committee  

 

Keisha Ferdinand 
Debutante Committee  



Greetings SWAN Sisters, Family and Friends, 

Giving thanks to God for the favor He has 
placed on my life and all of the wonderful 
people he allowed to travel this journey with 
me. It has been an honor and a pleasure to 
reign as the SWANS 2022 Queen. My 
debutante experiences were exceptional. The 
beautiful women that encompass the 
SWAN’S Organization taught us the meaning 
of "finer womanhood,” grace, poise, team 
building and sisterly love. These things I will always remember and be 
grateful for. Through it all, I have learned to put my Trust in God as I 
continue to pursue my future educational endeavors no matter how 
challenging it may be. 

I would like to give a special thanks to my parents, Joy Miller-Dejoie 
and Reginald Dejoie Jr, my grandmother Cherry Miller-Dickerson, 
and aunts Joanna Miller and Shirley Williams. They all have never 
given up on me and have been a continued support throughout this 
journey into adulthood and career aspirations. 

To my SWAN Sisters and future Debs, I leave with you love, joy, peace 
and success in all of your future endeavors. Along with my grandma's 
favorite scripture when I call in a discouraging mood: Proverbs: 3:5-6 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not to your own 
understanding, in all your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct 
your path. 

Blessings and be well, 

Tykeyah Chaliz Dejoie 
Tykeyah Chaliz Dejoie 

SWANS Queen 2022  



 

 

 

Narrator                      Swan Debra H. Edwards 

Entrance of Mothers and Escorts 

Introduction of SWANS and Ball Marshalls 

Greeting and Special Recognition         Swan Debra H. Edwards 

 

Introduction of 2022 Queen Tykeyah Dejoie and  

Introduction of 2022 Ladies-in-Waiting 

Presentation of 2024 Debutantes and Princess 

Introduction of 2024 Ladies-in-Waiting, Herald/Page 
 

Presentation of 2024 SWANS, Inc. Queen 
Queen’s Salute & Past Queen’s Departure 

 
Royal Promenade  

                

Toast to Queen And Debutantes 

72th Anniversary Toast                             

Special Awards 

 

Grand Promenade 

Grand Cotillion Waltz 

Special Dance: Swans, Ball Marshalls, Parents  

Past Debutantes 
 

General Dancing and Dining 

  

72th Anniversary Secondline 

 

 



Daughter of 
Reginald Dejoie, Jr. and  

Joy Miller Dejoie  
 

Escorted by: 
Shamus  Gardner, Jr.  

 
Senior 

East Jefferson High School 
 

Sponsor: Swan Shirley Williams 

Daughter of  
Lloyd Michael Sr. and  
Gillian King-Hughes 

 
Escorted by: 

Dedric  Lastie  
 

Senior 
Riverside Academy  

 
Sponsor: Swan  Raina Edwards 



Daughter of  
Brandi Henderson and  Paul Cooper 

Niece of John Williams  
 

Escorted by: 
Jakiren Williams 

 
Junior 

Bonnabel Magnet Academy  
High School  

 
Sponsor: Swan Debra Edwards 

Daughter of  
Eric Johnson and  
Willye Mae Turner 

 
Escorted by: 

Cardell Henderson  
 

Senior 
Archbishop Chapelle High School  

 
Sponsor: Swan Debra Edwards 



Shamus  Gardner Jr.  

Cardell Henderson  

Dedric  Lastie  

JaKiren  Williams  



Lauren Katherine Arceneaux  Davion Maria Boykins        

Nakira Lee  Elder  Blossom Ellen Gelin 

Rose Berlin Gelin 

Alvin Meyers Jr. 

Taylor  Alexandria Grant 



“Celebrating Our Founding Jewels” 
 

“The time is always right to do what is right” (Martin Luther King). The 
founding jewels  of the SWANS in 1952, knew then that the time was right! A 
dynamic group of dedicated and  educated African American women played 
a key role in establishing an organization that have  become a pillar of our 
community recognized and celebrated by many still to this day. Rooted 
in  education, all of the founding jewels were educators at Washington 
Elementary and that legacy  continues as many current members are also 
educators ensuring the children of our community  are educated. A jewel 
according to Webster is a precious stone and to describe someone as a jewel 
would mean that they are special to others. Celebrating the founding jewels 
who are  definitely special to us, means we are to acknowledge, give credit to 
and congratulate them, but also to continue their legacy. The original ten 
founding jewels were Gloria Bijol, Hilda Smith  Bujol, Evelyn Carroll, Lucile 
Johnson Carroll, Edna James Crockem, Dorris Bujol Jones, Ethel  Hurks 
James, Betsy B. Hammond, Angeline Brown Harris and Margarete Carter 
Houston. It is  most appropriate to celebrate them and their legacy. These 
founding jewels vision for service, along with their unwavering dedication to 
community and to others have developed the SWANS  into a remarkable, and 
well-known organization that is still continuing strong, seventy- two 
years  later. When starting such a program, it is important to explore the 
history of Black excellence,  showing recognition of their importance, 
fostering unity and their contribution to the community.  Our founding 
jewels that we should always celebrate did just that; when they organized in 
1952,  they promoted social and cultural events, civic activities, enhanced 
community life, offered scholarships, participated in humanitarian services, 
helped the elderly and motivated children  just to name a few. We should 
always celebrate our founding jewels not only for what they have  done in 
the past, but for the rich legacy that still lives and will continue to thrive for 
years to  come. There are three categories that we can acknowledge, give 
credit to and congratulate our  founding jewels as we continue to celebrate 
their legacy in the following areas: community  service, education and social 
action.   

Community service is a fundamental aspect of any service 
organization established to  impact and make a difference for the people of 
their community. The original founding jewels  established their 
organization and community service was then and continues to be a pillar 
for  the SWANS. Providing cheers to unsung heroes, assisting those in a 
crisis, establishing and  continuing Mother’s Day celebrations, Adopting a 
Family and providing Thanksgiving Baskets  are a few ways that community 
service is provided by the SWANS that was originally adopted  by the 



The goal, I believe for the jewels was to assist with cultivating  the 
youth so that they are prepared to make meaningful contributions to their 
communities and  beyond. The founding jewels created a pathway for us to 
celebrate them and also carry on their  legacy through acts of service in the 
community. The jewels definitely did this which is why we  celebrate them!  

Education is another cornerstone of the legacy that was provided by 
our founding jewels.  They all were educators and knew that education was 
necessary and the path to freedom. Our  founding jewels knew that as 
African American women pursuing knowledge and personal  development 
was vital for their growth, family and community. The debutante 
experience  provided by the SWANS that was started by the jewels allows 
young ladies to participate in  programs that offer workshops, seminars, and 
mentoring sessions providing educational  opportunities, skills and 
knowledge needed to assist young ladies to navigate various aspects of  life 
confidently. The Tea and Pageant are also programs that focus on the youth 
with education and participation ensuring the youth are involved, educated 
and prepared for society. Finally, the  education and the debutante 
experience provided through various programs ensure that young  ladies are 
well-rounded individuals prepared to excel in their future endeavors. The 
jewels  definitely did this which is why we celebrate them!  

The third and final pillar that our jewels established and a great 
legacy to have and  celebrate is the social activities that were developed 
and are still in existence today. The  founding jewels collaboration and 
work brought African American communities together  through social 
activities. The jewels provided humanitarian services as well as participate 
in and  held civic responsibilities. Social activities organized properly and 
with a purpose allows all  involved to witness success and progress that 
can be made when we work together. This legacy  and pillar are very 
important as it play a significant role in the personal growth of our youth. 
The  Tea and Pageant are also both educational and social programs that 
focus on the youth and  participation ensures the youth are involved, 
educated, and prepared for society. The jewels  definitely did this which is 
why we celebrate them!  

In conclusion, as we celebrate our founding jewels it is important to 
remember that the  integration of community service, education, and social 
activities that were established by our  jewels leaves a rich legacy, promotes 
personal development and help others which I believe was  a goal for this 
great organization. The three pillars established by our founding jewels 
allowed  our members to continue to learn the importance of giving back, 
the value of continuous  learning, and the skills needed to navigate social 
interactions gracefully. This is the legacy that  continues with the SWANS 
and the youth that they touch regularly. Our founding jewels  deserve a 
celebration and is worthy to be praised! The legacy continues. 



“Celebrating Our Founding Jewels” 

 
Jewels are a tribute to great women, SWANS, Inc has embodied that 
phrase by becoming jewel, cultivating jewels and continuing to pave the 
way for the jewels to follow. SWANS, Inc is a service organization 
established in Kenner, Louisiana in October 1952. The founders were all 
African American Educators who worked at Washington Elementary 
School. These women saw a need and decided to do something about it. 
These selfless women served their community with poise.  
 
The ten ladies that started this organization were the late Gloria Bijol, 
Hilda Smith Bujol, Evelyn Carroll, Lucille Johnson Carroll, Edna James 
Crockem, Doris Bujol Jones, Ethel Hurks, James, Betsy B. Hammond, 
Angeline Brown Harris, and Margarete Carter Houston. Their goal was to 
promote social, cultural, and civic activities; enhance community life, 
provide humanitarian services; encourage scholarship; bring cheer and 
recognition to unsung heroes, heroines, and the elderly; assist those in 
crisis, and motivate children and the youth. The women hosted their first 
mothers day celebration in 1953, that event sparked the beginning of the 
SWANS journey to fulfilling their mission. The first debutante ball was in 
1957, This event most definitely enhanced the community.  
 
The SWANS have kept up with their traditions and events. Others like 
myself have become a part of the organization by participating in the 
programs, such as, Beauxs and Belles, Debutantes, Ladies in Waiting, 
community service events, and many other social activities. The 
foundation created by the founding jewels still holds strong and is also 
developing and changing with the times. Throughout each generation the 
organization is getting better and continues to cultivate a new.  
 
These ladies have made a big impact on not just the community of Kenner 
but in places all across America. They changed the lives of many children 
by preparing them for society. We honor the founding jewels and 
appreciate all they have done. 



“Celebrating Our Founding Jewels” 
 

Celebrating the Founding Jewels of Swans Inc. is more than 
honoring them, but savoring their legacy by continuing what was 
started. In 1952, Gloria Bijol, Hilda Smith Bujol, Evelyn Carroll, Lucille 
Johnson Carroll, Edna James Crockem, Doris Bujol Jones, Ethel 
Hurks James, Betsy B. Hammond, Angeline Brown Harris, and 
Margarete Carter Houston founded Swans Inc. These 10 incredible 
women are considered the Founding Jewels. These women put 
together their talents to create a magnificent organization that was 
destined to prosper for years to come. These women kept God first 
and used their gifts from God to help others by motivating, 
cultivating, serving, and assisting the elderly as well as the youth. 
These gifts helped the organization to grow and become a strong 
legacy, which is known within society today.  
 
While assisting the youth they would have talks and workshops that 
would give young people the confidence and motivation to be who 
they are by letting their talents shine and encouraging them to be 
scholars. These women also helped to bring peace to society by first 
bringing different African American communities together. Also, 
these women touched many lives and left long-lasting impacts from 
the things they said, their attitudes toward each person, and the 
accomplishments they accomplished.  
 
All the things that the Founding Jewels accomplished were 
footprints for future debutantes to follow. Their final goal was for 
every future debutante to continue what they started. Today each 
debutante is taught to spread love and hope and work to enhance 
the community in every way possible. We can always look back on 
the many things the Founding Jewels did and use it as a guide. In 
conclusion, we should use our motto “To Lift Others as We Climb” as 
a reminder to always help others just as the Founding Jewels did. 
 



on participating in  

Swans, Inc.'s 30th Biennial Cotillion 

 

We are so proud of You! 

 

Love,  
 

SWANS Inc. 













 

on participating in  

Swans, Inc.'s 30th Biennial Cotillion 

 

We are so proud of You! 

 

Love,  
 

SWANS Inc. 



on participating in  

Swans, Inc.'s 30th Biennial Cotillion 

 

We are so proud of You! 

 

Love,  
 

SWANS Inc. 



on all of your accomplishments.  

We are so proud of the both of you! 

 

The Lord, He goes before you. He 

will be with you. He will not fail 

you nor forsake you.  

Do not fear, nor be dismayed.  

Deuteronomy 31:8 
 

Love,  
Reverend Richmond & Minster Debra 

Edwards 



on participating in  

Swans, Inc.'s 30th Biennial Cotillion. 

 

We are so proud of You! 

 

Love,  
 

SWANS Inc. 







 

Congratulations  
to  

Kennedy Elizabeth Hughes  
on making your debut with  

SWANS, INC.!   
 

We love you,  
Mom, Dad, and Sisters  





Congratulations to  Debutante Destiny Johnson  
on your Debut,  

 

Trinese Duplessis  

















Past Queens 
Althea Wright 1957 

Verda Leer Crockem 1959 

Beverly Lola Bujol 1961 

Debra Gail Houston 1963 

Jacqueline Ferchaud 1965 

Bernadette Bujol 1967 

Joella Sinceno 1969 

Vanessa Bridgeport 1971 

Linda Bernard 1973 

Constance Leah James 1975 

Yolanda Bernard 1977 

Dwanell Johnson 1979 

Marilyn Lynette Carroll 1981 

Wendi Tyshawn Nelson 1983 

Angela Rene Williams 1985 

Irvona Junece Boult 1987 
 



Raijanel Shenetra Crockem 1989 

Rekita Brown 1991 

Raina Margarete Edwards 1993 

Bianca Smith 1995 

Kordice Angelic Watson 1997 

Alisha Latoya Blue 1999 

Amber Ovide 2002 

Candace Lewis 2008 

Alex Julia Soniat 2012 

Alyssa Porter 2014 

Hailee Juliane Marie Blount 2016 

Najah Patrice Nicholas 2018 

Tykeyah Chaliz Dejoie, 2022 
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